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MATTHEW XXill, £2, 
ve rnto you Scribes and Phariſees, H, wpocriter 
for ye ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven a- 


| £ainſt Men ; and ye neither go in your ſelves, 
nor r ſer Je' them that are entring in. 


H E Scribes ſo often mentioned:in the Goſpel, 
were the great Doftors among the Fews, the 
Teachers and Interpreters of the Law-of God. 
And becauſe many of them were of the Sect 

bf the Phariſees, which above all others pretended to 

kill and knowledge in the Law, therefore it is-our 'F 

Viefled Saviour does ſo often put the..Scribes and Pha= 

Fſees together. And theſe were the Men of Chief Au= 

PÞority in the Fewiſh Church ; Who c<qualled their 

42 Unwritten ord and Traditions with th& Law 

Nay, our Savior. tells us, - they made the 
ſrnmandnens of God of none effef by their Traditions. 
did in effe& aſſume to themſelves znfallibitity ;, 

Ic d all that oppoſed and contradifted them ret brand-, * 
L ith the ious Name Eh ticks, 5M Bo 

r Szviour denounceth this Te ere in the Tex, W «- 
you Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites,. for ye ſhut ”Y 


fark Heaven againſt Men, 8c. 
JAll t CFodr r= the . Words is, what 1s- 'hars - 


Fear ut the Kingdom of Heauen a 
= EE it gary, plainly, Je pate.y <2 
bs. of ; 
that. 
oO. 


6, Je entred not into your. ſelves, -4 
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Knowledge is undoubtedly an Alluſfion to that known 
Cuſtem among the Fews in the admiſſion of their Do- 
ftors. For to whomſoever they gave Authority to in-{ 
tefpret the Law and the Prophets, they were ſolemnly}: 
>:mitted into that Office by delivering to them a Keyj t 
and a Ttble-bock, So that by the key of knowledge 1s heref i! 
meant the Ir.cerpretation and underſtanding of the Scrip-ſ 
tures ; and by taking away the key of Knowledge, not on-J' 0 
iy that t:1e7 arrogated to themſelves alone the Under-J © 
ſtanding of the Scriptures, but likewiſe that they had t] 
Conveyed away this key of Knowledge, and as it were 
hid it out of the” way, neither uſing 1t themſelves ay t! 
they ought, nor ſuffering Others to make uſe of it. tt 
And thizs they Shut the Kingdom of Heauen again 2 
Men : which 1s = fitly ſaid of thoſe who have lock mn 
the Door againſt them that were going in, and havg aj 
taken away the key. By all which it appears that thi £ 
Plain meaning of our Saviour in theſe Metaphorical ExF' 
preflions is, = the Scribes and Teachers of the Law'D 
under a Pretence of Interpreting the Scriptures, ha 
* 7905 bw them and. kept the true Knowledge of thenf 
om the People : Eſpecially thoſe Old Prophecies 
the' 01d Teſtament which concerned the Mefſros. AMY 
by this means the Kingdom of Heaven was {hut again 
Men : And they not only reje&ted the Truth themſelve: 
but by keeping Men in Ignorance of che true mean 
of the Scriptures, they hindered Many from embrac! 
our $4yiour's Doctrine, and entering into the Cog 
- Heaven, Who were ot .crwiſe well enough diſpol; 
r it. 
''Having thus Explained the Words, I ſhall from the 
main Scope and Deſign of them obſerve to you thelf lrg; 
two things, * | 
' 1. Theneceflity of the Knawledge of the holy Scrigþ-tiv 
' tures in order to our Eternal Salvarion. It 1s called bf W, 
— -, our Saviour the key of Know/edge, that which lets Mqfand 
8 - into the Kingdom of-Heaven. REES. £117 
 . JI. Thegreat and inexcuſable fault of thoſe who dy 
* - ' prive the People of the Knowledge of the Holy-Scrif: 
Ku tres They: ſhit che Kingdom of Heaven . ogeinſt Mpc 
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and do what in them lies to hinder their Ecernal Salv.,> - * 
tion ; and therefore our Saviour denounceth ſo heavy a. * 
| Woe againſt them. | 6 
nly|- 1 ſhall fpeak briefly to theſe two Obſervations ;- and 
Ceyy then apply-them to thoſe who are principally conczrned 
eref} in them. - | 9 | | 
ip-| 1. Firft, T obſerve hence the Neceſſity of the knowledge 
>n-[ of the holy Scriptures-in order to our Eternal Salvatt- 
ler-j on. This is by our Saviour called the key of knowledge, 
hadj that which lets Men into the Kingdom of Heaven. _ , 
ered Knowledge is neceflary to Religion : Ir is neceflary to 
5 ag the being of it ; and neceſſary to the life and-practice of 
it. Without Faith ( ſays the Apeſiie) it s impoſſible to- 
anfif pleaſe Ged + Becauſe Faith is-an a&t of the Under ſtang- 
ck4 ing, and does neceflarily ſuppoſe ſome knowledge and - 
ave} apprehenfion of what we believe. To all a&ts of Reli- 
tha £10n there is neceflarily req iired ſome act ot the Under-- 

{ ſtanding; fo that without Knowledge there can be no. 
aw Devotion in the Service of God, no Obedience to tys 
hag Laws. Religion begins in the Underſtanding, and from 

j thence defcends upon the heart and life, If ye know theſe © 
#ings, ( ſays our Saviour ) bappy are. ye if ye. do them. 
We muſt Flt know God before we can worſhip him.; . ' 
inf-and underſtand what is his Will, before we can'do 1t.. * : 

This is ſo very evident, that one would thiak there - 2 
nin: needed no Diſcourſe about it : And yet there are ſame - 1} 
cinf-in the World that cry up Ignorance as. the Mother of 
do: Devotion; | And t& ſhew that we do not wrong them 
ofe-1n this matter, Mr. Ruſhworth in his Dialogues (a Book 

F in great vogue among the Papiſts here in England ) does 
1 thy-expreſly reckon up Ignorance among the Parents of Re- 
thelſ ligion. - And can any thing be ſaid more abfurdly and 

| more to the Diſparagement-of Religion , that to: de- 
crig-rive the Pedigree of the moſt excellent- thing tn *the 
d iy World; from fo obſcure and ignoble an O:iginal 
; Meqfand to make that which the Scripture calls the begin- 
' ning- of Wiſdom , and the Excellency of Knowledge, to be 
o dg th- Off-ſpring .of Ignorance, and a Child of Dark- -: 
criſ eſs? Ignorance i may be the cauſe of Wonder _ 
Myand- Admiration, and the Mother of Folly and Snper- 
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free uſe of that Book from whence this Wiſdom is td; 
| be learned > = 
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ftition: But ſurely Religion is of a nobler ExtraQtio#f ta 
and is the Ine and Reſult of the beſt Wiſdom ant nt: 
Knowledge; and deſcends from” above, from the give! 
- ed good and perk& Gift , even. the Father gf 2% 
18nts. | ” kb 
Eng as Knowledge in general 1s neceflary to Reli the 
gion, ſo more particularly, the knowledge of the Hoh wa 
Scriptures is neceflary to our Eternal Salvation, Becauſd% 


"thefe are the great and ſtanding Revelations of God tq fed 
Mankind ; wherein the Nature of God and his Wylf®* 


concerning our Duty, and the Terms and. Condition the 


of our Eternal Happineſs in another World, are full Fn 
*and plainly declared to us. ng 


The Scriptures are the Word of God ; and fror 


"whence can we learn the Will of -God fo well as fronff"" 
-his own Mouth 2 They are the great Inſtruments offi 
- our Salvation ; and ſhould-not every Man be acquaing},” 


ed with that, which alone can perfeQly. inſtrutt hir * 


' whar he muft believe, and what he muft do that hy 


may be fay2{2 This is the Teſtimony which the Scrif 


*Pture gives of ic ſelf, that it ie. able #6. 16he Men wiſdy.. 


uno Saltuerion ;, and 1s it not very. fit that every Ma <107 
ſhould have this Wiſdom; - and in order thereunto the; 
VIC 


Secondly, I obſerve the great and inexcufable faul? ! 


: of thoſe who keep Men in Ignorance of Religion, and. 
. take away from. them . fo excellent and. neceflary 4: - 
. means of Divine Knowledge, as the Holy Scriptures are 


This our Seviogr calls raking 4way the Key of Know I 
ledge, and ſhutting the Kingdom of Heav'n againſt | 


That is, doing what in them: lies to-render it impoſſk 


' ble for Men to be ſaved. For this' he denounceth | a) 


rerrible woe againſt the Teachers of the Fewiſh Church 


though they did not proceed 1 far as to deprive Meal FP 
of the uſe of the Holy Scriptures, but only of the right | 
Knowledge and Underſtanaing of them... This alone "5 
2 horrible Impiety, to lead. Men into a falſe ſenſe an; 


. Interpretation of Scripture ; but much greater to forbi 2h 


" 2 Jinto Errour, but'to take away from them all poſlibi« 
TI lity. of re&ifying their miſtakes. And can there-be a 
4 "Joreater Sacriletige, than to rob Men of - the: Word of 
60d, the beſt means in the World of acquainting 
 ejuthem with the Will of God and their Duty, and the 
Fl way to Eternal Happineſs? To keep the _—_— in Ig- 
-, Aiorance of that which is neceſſary to ſave them, is 0 
bs fudge them unworthy of Eternal Life, and to declr>'it 
-rdoes not belong to them, and malictouſly to coucrive 
Jon{te Eternal ruine and deſtruRion of their Souls. 
ell To lock up the Scriptures and the Service of God from 
Ithe People in an Unknown Tongue, what 1s this bur 


in effeF to forbid Men to know God, [aud to ferve 


fs kim ; to" tender them incapable of knowing what: & 
Pe good and acceptable Will of God'; of jovning' tm has 
0 W orfhip; ' or performing any Part of it, or a 

- Hay. Benefit or Fdification from it? And what is, 1 


ny this be not, to ſhut the Kingdom of Heaven againft Men } 
44. This is 1 outragious a Cruelty to the Souls of Men, 
war 1t 15 not © Þ6 curled when any Pretence what« 
"lvever : This is to take the fureſt and moſt effeual 
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Malkgay in the World to deſtroy vhoſe for whom Chrift, dyed. 


—Jand dire&ly to thwart the Great Deſign of God our Sa 
riour, Who would heve all Men to be Saved, and to cone 
- id's The Knowledge of the Truth. Men may mifcarry with 
© Wheir Knowledge, but they are ſure to periſh for the 
anc of i © 2 | 
? F' The beſt things in the World have their inconveni- 
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gi the very Fountain head ; 2nd not only to lead 'Men 3 


ee attending cher, and are liable to be abuſed ; bus 


"Hurely Men are not to be ruined and damned for fear of 
abuſing their Knowledge, or for the Preyentionof any 


; Jother inconvenience whatſoever. Beſides, this is ty- 


ol Acroſs the very end of the Scriptures, and the defign of 
100d in inſpiring Mzn to write theffi. Can any Man 
- 1 think that God thould fend this great Light of his Word, 
> "into che World, for the Prieſts ts hide i under 4 Bu- 


Ihe! ; and nor rather that ir ſhould be ſet up to the | 


: Apreateft advantage for the Enlightning of the World 
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were written ; were Written for our Learning,that we through|* 
Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. And 

* 2 Tir.3. 16. That all Scripture is given by the Inſpiration o 
God ; and us profitable for Dofrine, for Reproof,for Correion,| | 
for Inftruftion in Righteouſneſs. * And if the Scripture if 
were Written for theſe Ends, can any Man have the T 
face to pretend that they do not concern the People, ag f 
well as their Teachers. Nay St. Paul expreſly tells the 4 
he 

C2 


Church of Rome, thit they were Written for their 
Lc-a1n;ng, however it happens, that they are not no 
permitted to make uſe cf them. Are the. Scriptures 
uſeful and profitable for Do&trine, for Reproof, fal *® 
Inſtruftion 1n Righteouſneſs > And why may they nc th 
be uſed by the People for thoſe Ends for which they #' 
were given ? *Tis true indeed they are fit for the mc 
Knowing and Learned, and ſufficient to. make the Mg 
4 God Perfef, and througbly furniſhed to every good Worl* 
as the Apoſtle there tells ys. ) But does this exclud: 
their being profitable alſo to the People ; who mayſ® 
reaſonably be preſumed to ſtand much more in neef** 
tof all means and helps of Inſtrugjion than their Teach 
&s': And though there be many difficulties and obſcug 
rities in the Scriptures, enough to exerciſe. the: Skill ang 4 
"Will of the-Learned, yet are they. not therefore eithe 
uſeleſs or dangerous to the People. The Ancient  F4 
thers of the Church were of another mind, St. Chryſs] 92! 
tome tells us that, Whatever things are neceſſary, are man! 
-feft in the Scriptures.\ And St. Auſtin, that all things at 
plain inthe Scripture, which concerns Faith and 4 god Life 
and that th ſe things which are neceſſavy to the Salvation 
Men, are not ſo hard to become at, but that as to thoſe thinggÞ!! 
which the Scripture plainly contains, it ſpeaks without di 0! 
griſe like a familiar friend 10 the hearts of the Learned ang®® ! 
Urlearned. And*Fupon- theſe and ſuch like confiderqS } 
tions, the Fathers did every where in their 0rations anf/"0 
Homilies charge and exhort the People to be convey*O 
fant in the Holy Scriptures, to. read them dayly anſ®!! 
2 diligently, and attentively. And I challenge our 48%. 
" ee to ſhew me where any of the ancient FerhenpB® 
&. _. 46.difcourage the People from' reading the Scripeuragp® 
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much leſs forbid them ſo to do. - So that they who do 
21] it now have no cloak for their Sin: And they who 
retend ſo confidently. to Antiquity m other cafes, are - 
y the- Evidence of Truth. forced to acknowledge, that 
it is againſt them in this. Though they have Ten. 
1 Thouſand Schoolmen on their fide, yet have they not one 
| Father, not the leaſt pretence of Scripture, or rag of 
1 Antiquity to- cover their nakedneſs in this Point. 4 
4 With great reaſon then does our Saviour denounce fo 
heavy 2 Wee againſt ſuch Teachers; of old in the like 
. caſe God by his Prophets ſeverely threatens the Prieſts of 
the Zewiſh Church, for not inſtructing the People in 
the Knowledge of God, Hoſea .q4. 6: My Peofle are de- 
ftroyed for lack of Knowledge ; becauſe thou haſt rejeeted -+ 
Knowledge, 1 will alſo rejef thee ; thou fhalt be no more 
lh & Prieſt to me: Seeing thou haſt forgotten the Law of thy. 
4 G01, 1 will alſo forget thy Children. - God, you ee, lays 
1a the ruine of ſo many Souls at their Doors, and will re- 
Squire their Blood at their hands. So many as perith for 
want of Knowledge, and Eternally miſcarry- by being: 
deprived of the neceflary means of Salvation, their De- 
1 ſtruction ſhall be charged upon thoſe who have raken'” 
4 away the Key of Knowledge, and ſhut-the Kingdom of Hea- 
ol ven againſt Men. | 
1 And itis juſt with God to puniſh ſuch: Perſons not 
Jonly as the Occafion, but as the Authors of this Ruine. - 
For who can judge otherwiſe, but that. they who de-: 
S$prive Men of the neceflary means to any End, do pur-: 
poſely defign to: hinder them of attaining that End. . 
gAnd whatever may be pretended in this Caſe; to de- 
ingprive Men of the Holy' Scriptures,. and to keep them ig- 
Inorant of the ſervice of God, and yet while they do fo, 
to make a ſhew of an earneſt defire of their Salvation, 
Jis juſt ſuch a mockery, as if one of you thar is a Maſter, . 
 andihould tell his Apprentice how - much you defire he; 
atthould thrive in-the- World, and be a Rich Man ; bur ; 
Jall the while keeps: him ignorant of -his- Trade in order : 
 Afito his being Rich ; and with the ſtriteſt: care imagi- - 
;hedpable, conceals from him the beft means of Learning, , 
irenat. whereby. alone he 1s likely. to. thrive and get an, 


git” 


- *Effate, Woe ano: you Scribes, Phariſzes, and Hypo 
ones: . | 
: By, what hath been diſcourſe4 upon this Argument, 
+ - you will cafily perceive where the Application is like 
ro fall. : For the Woe d:nounced by our Saviour here in 
the Text againſt. the Scribes and Phariſees, falls every 
whit as heavy upon-the Paſtours and Teachers of the Ro» 
224n Church. - They have taken away the Key of Know- 
ledge with a Witneſs; not only depriving the People of 
- the right Underſtanding of the Scriptures, but- of the 
very uſe of them: As if they were afraid” they ſhould 
underftand them, that they dare not ſuſfet them ſo much, 
asto be acquainted with them. | 
This Tyranny that Church hath Exerciſed over thoſe 
of her Communion for ſeveral Rundreds of Years. It 
grew upon them indeed hy degrees, for as by the Ionun- 
dation of Barbars Nations upon the Roman Empire, the 
Rimans bought their Language. by degrees, ſo the Go- 
vernows of that Church ſt1}]l kept up . Scriptures and 
the Service of God in the Zatin Tongue, which ar laſt} 01 
was wholly unknown to the Common People. Anda-| 0 
bout the Ninth and Tenth Centuries, when by the general] £ 
Conſent of all their own Hiſtorians, groſs Darkneſs and} Ci 
—_ covered this part of the World, the Pope and] 74 
the” Prieſts took away the Key of Knowledge, and did (as} 7 
t may ſo ſay) put it ander the Door for ſeveral Ages ;; 
F till the Reforma fetciit it out again, and rubbed off}. th 
 theRuſt of it. | * Eb 
F - AndT profeſs ferioufly, that hardly any thing 1n they &6 
| 3 World was eyer to me more aftoniſhmg, than this Un-J #7: 
charitable and-Cruel uſaye of the Peopir'in the Church -ſo 
of Rowe, And I cannot tell which'to wonder at moſt, Pr 
the [nfolence of their Goyernours mimpoſing upon Men] 
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this ſenſtcſs way of ſerving God, or the patience ſhall L] H 
call it, or rather ſtupidity of the People m//criduring toi fo 
be {© intollerably abuſed. Why ſhould reaſonable]. of 
Creatures be treated at this rude and barbarous rate 24 
* As if they were Unworthy to be acquainted with they & 
FF Willof God; and as if that which every Man ought taf. {0 
$0, were noe fit fox evety Man to know-z. Ag if ciie Com a 
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. mon People had only Bodies to be prefent at the ſervice: 
of God, bur no Souls ; or as if they wereall diſtradted* * 
ent, | andont of their Wits, and it were a dangerous thing to 
like | let in the Lights upon them. 
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e in| . But co ſpeak more diſtinly. There are two things 
ery | We car them withal, and which they are not able to 
heir performing the Publick Service of God 12 att 


Ro- rx of 
5»w- | Unknown Tongue ; and depriving the People of the uſe 
» of | of the Scriptures. And I ſhall firſt tell you what we 
the have to fay againſt theſe things, and then conſider what 
uld | they pretend for them. ER 
ch, 7. As for their performing the ſervice of God in a 
Tongue Unknown to the People. ' And 1 begin with 
ofef St. Paul, whoin his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians hath 
[cr 2 whole Chapter on purpoſe to ſhew the unreaſonable- 
un-{ nels of this thing, and how contrary it. is to the Edifi- 
theſ cation of Chriſtians. His Diſcourſe is ſo plain and ſo 
20-f well known, that I ſhall not particularly inſiſt upon it. 
nd Eraſmus in his Annotations upon this Chatter, break; 
aſt out (as well he might) into admiration at the Church 
a-j of Rome in his time. Hic in re mirum quam mutata ſit 
ral Eccleſue conſuctudo : It is Wonderful, {ſays he ) how the 
nd} Cuſtom of the Church is altered in this matter. St. Paul had 
nd razher ſpeak frve Words with Underſtanding, and ſs as ts 
"as|| teach. others, than Ten Thouſand in an Unknown Tongue, 
s ; | Why does the Church doubt to follow. ſo'great an Au- 
F thority, or rather how dares ſhe to difſent from it? 

As for the praftice of the Ancient Church, let Ori- 
hef g#n bear Witneſs, The Grecians- (ſaith he) in their Pray- 
n-j ers uſe the Greek, and the Romans theLatin Tongue ; «nd 
ch -/o every one according to bis Language prayeth unto God, and 
t, prezſeth him.os be is able. | 

1 _ And not only in Origen's time, but for more than Six. 
| Hundred Years, the Service of God was always per- _ 
formed ina known Tongue. And this the Learned Men 

q. of their own Church do not deny. And Cardinal Caie- 
24 tan (as Cafſznder tells us) ſaid it was much better this 
21 cuftom were reſtored ; and being reproved- for ſaying _ 7 
af. {o, he ſaid, he Learned it from St. Paul. And Bellar=" . 
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Ethiopians, Ruſſians 


-no more (ſay 1) can they heartily arid devoutly join in 
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, and others do-uſe their own Tar- 
guage in their Liturgies at. this day. 

But. it is otherwiſe now in the Church of Rome, and 
hath been for ſeveral Ages. And it ſeems they lay great 
ſtreſs upon it, not only as a thing of great ule, but ne- 
ceſſity. For Pope Gregory the Seventh, forbids thie 
P1ince of Bohemza, to permit to the People the Celebra- 
rica of Divine Offices in the Sclavonian Tongue ; and 
ccmmands him to oppoſe-them herein with all his for- 
ces. It ſeems hethoughrit a-Cauſe worthy the fighting 
for ;. and that it were much better the People fhould be 
Ki!led, than ſuffered ro underſtand their Prayers. 

Burt let us reaſonthis matter 2. little calmly with them. 
Is it neceſſary for Mento underftand any thing they. do 
;n Religion> And.is not Prayer one of the moſt ſolemn 
Parts of Religion : And why then ſhould not Men un- 
&crſtand their P, ayers as well as any thing elſe- they do 
3n Religion 2 Is it good that People fhould underftan} 
their private Prayers? that ( we thank them) they 
allow, and why no: the publick as well * 'Is there leſs 
of Religion in publick Prayers? Is God: lefs honoured 
by them > Or are. we not as c2vable of being Edified: 
and of having our hearts and aftections moved and 1n- 
cited by them > Where then lies the Difference? The 
more I conſider it, the more 1 am at a lofs what toler= 
able reaſon any. Man can give why People ſhould not 
underſtand their pablick Devotions as well' as their 
pi 1vate. | If Men cannot heartily and devourly pray 
alone, without underſtanding what- they ask of God: 


— 


the publick Prayers which are made by the Prieſt wrh-- 
out underſtanding what they are: If 1t be enough for: 
the Pnefſt'ro underſtand them, why ſhould not the 
Prieſt' only be prefent at them > Unleſs. the People da 
not meet to worſhip Gad, but only-to wait-upon the- 
Prieſt. Burt by ſaying that the Prieſt underſtands: *em, 
it ſcems it/is' better that ſome: body ſhould underſtand 


them than not ; and why is not that which is good for 
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the Pricſt hood for the P-ople. 
true ſtate of the Contr 


> : 


þ-is, whether it 
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| 'be fit that the People ſhould be Edified in the Service of © 


_ 


OþjcRions againſt- putting the ' Scriptures into-the 


God; and whether it be.fit that the Church ſhould or-  ? 
der things contrary to Edification ? For it is plainthat 
the Service of God in an unknown Tongue, is uſeleſs 
and unprofitable to the People : Nay, 1c is evidently 
no ublick Service of "God when the Prieſt only under- 


' ſtands it. For how can they be ſaid to be pubic Pray- 
0 


ers if the People do not join in them ? and how can they 
join in that they do not underſtand ? and to what pur- 
poſe are Leſſons of Scripture read, if People are to learn * 
nothing by them? and how ſhould they learn when 
they donot underſtand ? This is as if one ſhould pre- 
tend to teach a Man Greek by reading him LeCtures 
every day out of an Arabick and Perſian Book, of which 
ke underſtands not one ſyllable. 3 
| As to their depriving the People of the uſe of the 
Holy Scriptures ; our Bleſſed Saviour exhorts' the 
Jews to ſearch the Scriptures : And St. Paul chargeth. 
the Chtiſtians that the Word of God ſhoxtd dwell richly in 
them. And: the ancient Fathers of the 'Church: do .: 
molt” frequently and carn:ſtly recommend to the Peo- -- ; 
ple _the reading and ſtudy of thie-Scriptures. How 
comes the Cate now. to be fo altered >- Syre rhe 
Word of God is not : change, that certainly abides 
and continues the ſame for ever. | 
I ſhall by and' by examine what the Church of -? 
Rome preteads in excuſe of this Sacriiedge. In the 
mean time, I do not ſee whar confideiable Obje&ions 
can be mags againfi the reading of the Scripraresy ? 
wh:ch would not have held as well againſt the wri- 


'ting and publiſhing them' in a Language underſtood - 


by the People ; as the 01d Teſtamens was by the Fews,- 

and the Epiſtles of the Apoſtles by the Charches to © 
whom they were written- ; and the Goſpel both .by 
Fews and Greeks, Were there-no difficulties and ob- _ 
ſcurities then in the Scriptures, capable of being wreſted : 
by the Unſtable and unlearned > Were not” People 
then liable to Errour, and was there no danger of | 
Hereſy in thoſe Times > And yet theſe are their great 


* hands of the People ; which is juſt like their-arguing | 
againſt giuing the Cup to the Lazy from the inconye- 
- niency of their Beards, leaſt ſome of the Confecrated 


Wine, ſhould be ſpilt upon them : As if Errours and 
Beards were Inconveniences lately ſprung up in the 


World, and which Mankind were not liable to in 


the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity. 

But if there were the ſame dangers and inconvent- 
ences in all Ages, this Reaſon makes againſt the Pub- 
liſhing of the Scriptures to the People at firſt, as mach 
as againſt permitting them the uſe of them now. 
And in truth, all theſe Obje&ions are againſt the 
Scripture it ſelf : and that which th: Church of Rome 
would find fault with if they durft, is, that there 
ſhould be any ſuch Book in the World, and that it 
ſhould bein any bodies hands, leatned or unlearned ; 
for-if it be dangerous to any, none are ſo-capable of 


- doing miſchief with it as Men of Wir and Learning, 
So that at the bottom, if they would fpeak out, the 


Quarrel is againſt the Scriptures themſelves. This is 


* too evident by the Counſel given to Pope Julius the 
_ Third by the Biſhops met at Bononia to conſult about 
the Eſtabliſhment of the Roman See ; where, amon 


other things, they give this as their laſt advice, an 


| as the greateſt and weightieſt of all, That by all means, 


a little of the Goſpel as might be, eſpecially in the vulgar- 


| Tongue, ſhould be read to the People, and that little which 


was in the Maſs ought 10 be ſufficient ; neither ſhould it be 
permitted to any Mortal t0 read more. For ſo long ( ſay. 
they.) as Men were contented with that Jittle, all things. 
went well with them, bat quite. otherwiſe ſince more was 
commonly read. And he of the Scripture, they: 
pive this remarkable teſtimony and commendation..of 


 1t; This in ſhort is that Book, which above all others, 
- hath raiſed thoſe Tempefts and Whirlwinds which we were: 
| almoſt carried away with. And in truth, if any one dilj-: 
F gently conſiders it, and compares it with what is: done in 
| eur Church, he will find them very contrary to each other,, 
|. nd our DoJrine not - only 30 be very different from it, but- 
= repugnant to. is. If this be the Caſe, they do..Jlike the 
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S | reft of the Children of this World, prudent! enough L 


Om RT} 


in their Generation : Can we blame them for being 
againſt the Scriptures, when the Scriptures are ac- * 
knowledged to be ſo clearly _— them ? Bur ſurely. 
no body that conſidereth theſe things, would be of 
that Church, which is brought by the undeniable evi- 
dence of the things: themſelves to this ſhameful Con- 
feffion, that ſeveral of their Dodrines and Practices 
are very contrary to the Word of God... 

Much more might have been faid againſt the Pra- 
ice of the Church of Rome in theſe two particulars, 

but this is ſufficient. | 

I ſhall in the ſecond place conſider what is pre-= 
tended for them : And indeed, what can be pretended 
in juſtification of ſo contumelious an affront to 


| any Man that ſhould come in and find People ſerving. | 


Mankind, ſo great a tyranny and ctu-lty to the Souls 
- of Men > Hath God forbidden the People to look 
into the Scriptures 2 No, quite contrary : Was it the 
Pratice of the Antient Church to lay this reſtraine 
upon Men, or to celebrate the Service of God in an 
unknown Tongue > Our Adverſaries themſelves haye 
not the face to pretend this. TI' ſhall truly repreſent 
the ſubſtance of what they fay in theſe two points. 
As to the Service of God in an unknown Tongue,. 
they ſay theſe four things for themlelyes. | 
Firft, That the People do exerciſe a- general Deyo-  - 
tion, and come With an intention to ferve'God, and ©- 
that is accepted, though they do not particularly under- 
Rand the Prayers that are made, and the Leffons that 
are read. | | 
But is this all that is intended inthe Service of Gad > 
| does not St. Paul expreſly require more:? That the Un-- 
derſlending of the People ſhould be Edified by the particu- 
lar Service that is performed : And if what-is' done be- 
not particularly underſtood, he tells ns the Peaple are: } 
not Edified, nor can ſay Amen to the Prayers and. 
Thankſgivings that are put up to God : And that * 


would conclude that ey ere mad. 


God in this unprofitable and unreaſonable manner, - 


- 


 & 
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* .  _ Andif there be any general Devotion in the Peoples 
-- ft. is becauſe they underſtand in general what they are 
about ; and why may they not as. well underſtand the 
particular - Service char is- performed, that ſo they 
might exerciſe. a particular Devotion: So that they 
are deyout. no further than they underſtand ; and 
conſequently, as to what they do not underſtand, had 
every whit as good be abſent. 

Secondly, They ſay, the Prayers are to God, and he 
underſtands them, and that is enough. 

But what harm were it, if all they that pray un- 
derftood it alſo :. Or indeed, how can men; pray to 
God without underſtanding what they ask of him > 
; Is not Prayer a part of the C5ri#ian Worlhip > and 
1s any Service reaſonable that 1s not direCfted by our 
Underſtandings, and accompanied with our Hearts and 
AﬀeCions ? 

But then what ſay they to the Leſſons and Exhertg- 
tions of Scripture, which are likewiſe read to the Peo- 
' ple in an unknown Tongue > Are theſe direQed to 
God, or to the People only >. And are they not de- 
ſigned by God for their Inſtro&ion, and read either 
to that purpoſe, or to none ?: And is it poſlible to in- 
ſtruct Men by whit they do not underſtanq > Fhis is 
a new and wonderful 'way of Teaching, by concealing 
from the People the things which they ſhould learn. 
Is it not all one, as to all purpoſes of E1ification, 
as if the Scriptures were not read, or any thing elſe 
in the place of them > As they many times do their 
Legends, which the wiſer ſort among them do not be- 
heve when. they read them. For all things are alike 
' to them that underſtand none, as all things are of a 
* colour -in the dark. Ignorance knows no dif- 
ference of things, it-is only Knowledge that can di- 
ſtinguiſh - :: 
|  Thirdy, They ſay that ſome do, art leaft-in ſome 
| - Meaſure; idebſind the particular Prayers. 

* If they do, that is no thanks to them--: It is by 


+ gecident if they are more knowing than the reſt, and 
> ore than the Church either defires or intends. Fors | 
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as every man might underſtand it. 
Fourthly, They ſay that 'tis convenient that God 
ſhould be ſerved and worſhipped in the ſame Lan- 
guage all the World over. 
Convenient for them, for GoJ, or for the People 2 
Not for God ſurely, for he underſtands ' all other 
Languages as well as Latin ; and for any thing we 
know to the contrary, likes them as well. And cer- 
tainly it cannot be ſo convenient for the People, 
becauſe they -generally underſtand no Language 
their own ; and it is very inconvenient they ſhould 
not underſtand what they do in the Service of God. 
But perhaps they mean, that it 1s convenient. for the 
Roman Church to have it fo ; becwuſe this will look - 
like an Argument that they are the Catholick-or Unz- - 
_ Church, when the Language which was origi- 
nally theirs, ſhall be the univerſal Language in which 
all Nations ſhall ſerve God ; and by this means alſo 
they may bring all Nations to be 'of their Religion, 
int yet make them never the wiſer : And this is a 
re great Convenience, becauſe Knowledge is a trou- 
bleſome thing, and Ignorance very quier- and pea- 
as rendring Men fit to be governed, and unfit to 
11Ppute, 
Secondly, As to their depriving the People of the 
Scriptures, the ſumm of what they ſay may be redu- 
ced' to theſe three Heads. | , = 
Firft, That the Church can give men leave to read 
the Scriptures ; but this not without great trouble and 
difficulty, there muſt be a Licenſe for it under the 
hand of the Bithop or Inquiſitor, by the advice of the 
Prieſt and Confeffor concerning the fitneſs of the Per- 
ſon thar defires this Priviledge.' And we may be ſure 
they. will think none fit but thoſe of whom they have * 
the "greateſt confidence and ſecurity ; and whoever - 


- preſumes _to do it otherwiſe, is to be denied A4bſoln- 4 


20n; which is as much fs in them lies, to-damn Men | 
for preſuming to read the Word of God withgue 
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| Wnere' they” hold their People upon more ſlippery 
. Terms, . yet this Priviledge is M4 rarely granted 
where they are in. full ion of their Power, and, 
have the People perf: y under their Yoke 
Secondly, They tell - us they. inſtruct. the People 
otherwiſe. This indeed were ſomething if they did 
i tO purpoſe, but generally they do it very fparingly 
and flighely. Their Sermons are commonly made up 
of inigped Stories and Miracles of Saints, and exhor- 
tations to the Worſhip of them ( and eſpecially of the 
Bleſlcd Virgin ) and of their lmages and -Relicks. 
And for*the Truth- of this I appeal to the; inuumera- 
ble Volumes of their Sermons and. Poftity in Print; 
which-I ſuppoſe are none. of their worſt. Iam fre 
Erefmis ſays, that in his time, .in. ſeyeral Countrics, 
the People did ſcarce once in half a Year hear a pro- 
table Sermon to exhort them. to- true Piety. In- 
Ueed they allow the People ſome Catechifms and. Ma- 
*uels of Devotion ;. and' yer in- many of them they 
have the confidence. and: the conſcience to feat away 
the Sccond Conmundment in the. face. of the eff. 
; Ba t to. bring the matter to a point, if thoſe helps of 
- Joſiruthon are agreeable to the Scriptures, why are 
>. they fo afraid the People ſhould read the Scriptures ? 


; If they are- not; why do they deceive and delude | 2. 
them 2 


Thirdly, They ay, That People are apt to wreft 
the Scriptures to.their own deſtrution, and that .the 
promiſcuous uſe of them. hath b:en the gfeat occaſion 
of MHereſies. It cannot be denied to be the condition 
of. the yery beſt chinks.in the World, that they are 
liable to be abuſei ; Health, Light, an4 Liberty, * 
| goal as Knowledge :. But muſt all thofe be there- 
* Tore taken away ?, This very. Inconvenicace of Peg- 
E. preg tas Scriptures to their oWN. Rnine, 
* St» Feter takes notice of in his days : But he does 
| Not therefore forbid Men the reading of them as his 
| more-prudent Succeflors have done fince. Suppoſe | 


whatever they may allow here in .Englards. 1 


© he reading of the Scriptures hath been the cecaian. 
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-- of Hereſies, were there ever more than in the feſt 
Ages of Chriſtianity « And yet neicher the Apoſtles 
'nox their Succeſſors ever preſcribed this Remedy. 
But are they in earneſt > Muſt not Men- know the 
Truth. for fear of falling into Errour > Becauſe Men = 
may poſhibly miſs their way at Noon-day, mult they 
never travel but in the Night when they are ſure 
to loſe it. | : 
And when all js done, this is not true,-that Herefies 
have ſprung from this Cauſe. They have generally 
been broached by the Learned, from whom the Scrip- 
| qoocec or Nag na peu Ns. © for = ; 
Ia to the Hiltory xperience of all Ages. 
A Boch fg fre: 7 Mea aotd be Common 
ming. St. Chryſoſtome iays, :f Men wa: e Canver(# 
 #n the Scriptures, and attend to them, they could not only 
net fall into Errors themſelves, but reſcue thoſe that are de- 
. ceived : And St. Hierowe more expreſly to our purpoſe. 
. Thys iafunize Evils axiſe from the Ignorance "of zhe Scrip- 
. tures; 23 that from, thesCnſe the meſt pars of weſt pert 
| of Hereſies have tne. [4 05 Part =, r 
But if what they ſay were trve,"15-not this to lay the 
: blame of all the ancient rg "4 the' ill} manage- 
ment of things by our Seuzour and bis Apoſtles, and 
. Holy Fathers of the Church for ſo many Ages, and their 
imprudent diſpenſing of. the Scriptures to. the People. 
- This indeed is to.charge the matter home ; and yet this 
Conſequence is utavoidable. For the Chnrch of Rojee 
cannot juſtify the Picty and Prudence of their preſent 
Practices, withons accuſing all theſe. | 
But the thing which they mainly rely upon astoboth 
theſe praftices in this. That though theſe things were 
. otherwiſe in the Apoſtles times, and in the Ancient 
Church, yet the Church hath power to alter them ac- 
S..cording to the Exigence and Circumſtandes of times. 1 
| have purpoſely reſerved this for the laſt 
it is their laſt refuge ; and if this fail the | 
gone. = 
To ſhew the Weakneſs of this Pretence,' we will, if _ 
& they pleaſe, take. it for granted, that the Goverdors of © 
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-Peſtles had in theirs. ,Now St.*Paul tels us, 2 Cor. 10.8. 
that the Authority which the Apoſtles had given them 
. from the Lord, was only for Edification, but not for De- 
firution : And the fame St. Paul makes it the buſineſs 
of a whole Chapter to ſhew that the performing the 
* Pablick ſervice of God: and particularly praying in an 
unknown Tongue, are contrary to Edification; fiom 
which premiſes the Concluſion is plain, that the Apo- 
-Jiles themſelves had no Authority to appoint the Ser- 
vice of God to be performed in an unknown Tongue ; 
and ſurely it is Arrogance for the Church in any Age to 
pretend to'greater Authority than the Apoſtles had. 
- _ This is the Summ of what our Adverſaries ſay in juſti-. 
fication of themſelves in theſe Points. Arid there is no 
doubt, or that oof nd Ones will wr 
' ways make a ſhift to ſay q r any thing; anc 
ſome way or other blanch over the blackeſt ann moſt 
abſurd things in the World. But 'I leave it ts the 
"E neof Mankind , whether any thing-be 'more 
unreaſonable than-to tell Men-in effeft, tharit is fir they 
 thould underſtand as lictle of Religion as 'is-poſhble ; 
. that God hath publiſhed a very dangerous Book, with 
which it is not {afe for the People to be familiarly ac- 
quainted; that our Bleſſed Saviourand his Apoſties-and the 
ancient - Chriftizan Church, for more than Six- hundred 
Years, were not wiſe Managers of Religion, nor pru- 


| defit Diſpenſers of the Scriptures, but like fond and }| 


. fooliſh Bathers pure a Knife and a Sword into: the hands 
of their Children,” with which they might have eaſily 
''fore-feen what miſchief they would do to themſelves 
- and others. And who would not chuſe to be of. ſuch 
« Church. which: is provided of ſuch: excellent and ef- 
feftual. means of Ignorance , ſuch wiſe and infallible 
: Methods for the prevention of Knowledge in the Peo- 
* = 9p and ſuch: variety of cloſe Shutters-ro keep out the 
-« Light. ; | | | -7 
; havechoſen to inſiſt upon this Argument, becauſe 
:4t ſo yy plain, that the moſt ordinary Capacity may 
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2 
ay; 


this uſage and dealing with che Souls of Men: @ 
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F Which is fo very groſs that every Man muſt needs be ſen- 
fible of jr ; becauſe it toucheth Men 1n the common 
Rights of humane Nature, which belong to them as 


the 
: & he 


much as the Light of Heaven, and the Air we breath 
In.- | 

It requires no ſubtilty of Wit, no skill in Antiquity, 
to underſtand theſe Controverhes between us and the 
Church of Rome. For there are no Fathers to be pre- 
tended on both ſides in theſe Queſtions : They yield we 
have Antiquity on ours: And we refer it to the com- 
mon Senſ= of Manking, which Church, that of Rome, 
or Ours, hath all the Right or Reaſon in the World on 
her fide in theſe Debates? And, who they are that ty- 
rannize over Chriſtians, the Governours of their Church 
or ours ; Who uſe the People ike Sons and Freemen, 
and who like Slaves; Who feed the Flock of Chriſt 
committed to them, and who take the Childrens bread 
from them 2 Who they are, that, when their Children 
ask bread, for Bread give them a Stone, and for an Eee 
a Serpent ; 1 mean the Legends of their Saints inſt 

of the haly Scriptures, which are able to make Men. 
wiſe unto Salvation : And who they-are that lie moſt 
juſtly under the ſuſpicion of Errors and Corruptions, 
they who bring their Doctrine and Pradtices into the 


open Light, and are willing to have them tried by the- * } 


true Touchſtone, the Word of God ; or they who ſhun 
the Light, and decline all manner of Trial and Exami-" 


; nation > And who are moſt likely to carry on a World- 


ly Dzfign, they who drive a Trade of ſuch mighty; by 
gain, and advantage under pretence of Religion, and. 1 
make ſuch markets of the Ignorance and Sins of. the. * 
People; or we whom Malice it ſelt cannot charge with 
ſerving -any Worldly Deſign by any allowed Doctrine 
or Practice of our Religion ? For we make no Money 


of the miſtakes of the People, nor do we fill their. 


heads wich vain fears of New Places of Torment to. : 
mike them willing to empty their Purſes in a vainer 
hope of being delivered out of them. We do not like 7 
m pretend a mighty banck of Treaſure and Merits-in .. 

urch, which they ſell to che .Pcople for .xeady; | 


* 
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' money, giving them Bills of Exchange from the 2ope to 


Moſes, that all the Lord's People were Prophets : We ſhould 


their own fant if they learn any thing but what is good 
from thence : We have no Dodctrines or PraQtices con- 
trary to Scripture, and conſequently no occaſion to.keep 
it cloſe from the ſight of the People, or to hide any 
of the Commandments of God from them : We leave 
theſe mean Arts to thoſe who ſtand in need of them. 
Ina word, there is nothing which God hath ſaid to 
Men, which we defire ſhould be concealed from them : 
Nay, we are willing the People ſhould examine what 
we teach, and bring all our Do@rines to the Law and to 
| the Teſtimony ; thatif they be not according to this Rule, 
| they may neither believe them nor us. 'Tis only things 
 falſeand adulterate which ſhun the Light and fear the 
Touchſtone. We have that ſecurity of the Truth of 
our Religion, and of the agrecableneſs of it to the 
Word of God ; that honeſt Confidence of the Good- 
neſs of our Cauſe, that we donot forbid the People to 
- read the beſt Books our Adverſaries can write againſt it. | 
' "And now let any Impartial Man judge whether this 
' - be not a better Argument of a pod Cauſe, to leave 
Men at liberty to try the Grounds of their Religion, 
than che Courſes which are taken in the Church of Rome, 
. tb awe Men with an Inquiſition ; and, as much as is 
| poflible, 'to keep the common People in Ignorance, not 
- only of what their late Adverſarics, the Proteſtants, but , 
* their chief and ancient Adverſary, the Scriptures have 
|- to ay againſt them. _ | hs 
A Man had need of more than-common Security of 
the Skill and Tategricy of choſe to whom he erfectly 
 Tefign be Ugg anding : this is too great a Truſt to 
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Purgatory; When they who grant them, have no reaſon 0 
to believe they will avail them, or be accepted in the gel 
other World. - ©-[ noi 


For our parts we have no fear that or People ſhould 2 F 
underſtand Religion too well : We could with, with © 


be heartily glad the People would read the Holy Scrip- SO 
tures more diligently, being ſufficiently aflured that it is | ** 
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| tion to others to i e upon us; to abuſe our Blind- 


neſs, and to make their own ends of our voluntary 
norance and cafre Credulity. This is ſuch a folly er 
2 Rich Man ſhould make his Phyſician his Heir ;_ which 
is to tempt him either to deſtroy him or to let him dye, 
for his own Intereſt. So he that truſts the care of his 
Soul with other Men, and at the ſame time by irreco- 
verable Deed ſettles his Underſtanding upon them, lays 
too great a Temptation before them to ſeduce and damn 
him for their own ends. | 

And now.to. refle&t a. little upon our ſelves. What : 
cauſe have we to bleſs God who are ſo happily reſcued 
from that more than Agyptian Darkneſs and Bondage, : 
wherein this Nation was detained for ſeveral Ages; 
Who are delivered out of the hands: of thoſe Cruel 
Task-maſters, who required Brick without Straw ; 
that Men ſhould be Religious without competent Un- 
derſtanding, and work out their own Salyation while 
they denied them the means of all others the moſt ne- 
ceſſary to it. Who are fo uncharitable as to allow us 
no Salvation out of their Church, and-yet ſo unreaſon- 
able as to deny us the very belt means of Salvation when 
wearenm it? 
__Our_Forefathers thought it a mighty Priviledge to 
have the Word of God reſtored to them, and the phub- 
lick Prayers and Service of God celebrated in a known . * 
Tongue : Let us uſe this ineftimable Priviledge with 
great modeſty and hurmlity ; not to the ouridhing of 
Pride and S:1f-conceit, of Diviſion and FaQtion ; but as 


- the Apoſtle exhorts, Let the Word of God dwell richly. in 


you, in all Wiſdom ; and let the Peace of God rule in your 


: hearts, unto which ye are called in one body ; and be ye 


thankful. * | | 

It concerns us mightily” ( with which Admonition _ : 
I conclude )' both for the Honour and Support of our 
Religion, to be at better Union among our ſelves, and 
not to divide about lefler things : And fo to demean our 
ſelves, as to take from our Adverſaries all thoſe Pre- 
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